
 

Township of Ocean Schools 
Assistant Superintendent 

Office of Teaching and Learning 
 

SPARTAN MISSION: 

     Meeting the needs of all students with a proud tradition of academic excellence.   

 

1 

Home of the Spartans! 

#spartanlegacy 
 

 
Curriculum Development Timeline 

 
 
School:  Township of Ocean Intermediate School 
 
Course:  Social Studies, Grade 5 
 
Department:  Social Studies 
 
 
 

Board Approval Supervisor Notes 

July 2009 Eleanor Hughes Born Date 

August 2011 Eleanor Hughes Revisions 

December 2017 Michelle Shappirio Revisions 

March 2019 Michelle Shappirio Review 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Township of Ocean Schools 
Assistant Superintendent 

Office of Teaching and Learning 
 

SPARTAN MISSION: 

     Meeting the needs of all students with a proud tradition of academic excellence.   

 

2 

Home of the Spartans! 

#spartanlegacy 
 

 
 

Pacing Guide 

Week Marking Period 1 Week Marking Period 3 

1 Our Nation’s Geography 21 The Middle Colonies 

2 Our Nation’s Geography 22 The Southern Colonies 

3 Our Nation’s Geography 23 The Southern Colonies 

4 Native Americans 24 The Southern Colonies 

5 Native Americans 25 The Southern Colonies 

6 Native Americans 26 The Colonies Unite 

7 Native Americans 27 The Colonies Unite 

8 The Age of Exploration 28 The Colonies Unite 

9 The Age of Exploration 29 The Colonies Unite 

10 The Age of Exploration 30 The Revolutionary War 

Week Marking Period 2 Week Marking Period 4 

11 The Age of Exploration 31 The Revolutionary War 

12 Building the First Colonies 32 The Revolutionary War 

13 Building the First Colonies 33 The Revolutionary War 

14 Building the First Colonies 34 The Constitution 

15 Building the First Colonies 35 The Constitution 

16 New England Colonies 36 The Constitution 

17 New England Colonies 37 Holocaust: Jacob’s Rescue 

18 New England Colonies 38 Holocaust: Jacob’s Rescue 
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19 The Middle Colonies 39 Holocaust: Jacob’s Rescue 

20 The Middle Colonies 40 Holocaust: Jacob’s Rescue 

 

Holocaust 

● 6.3.8.A.3 

○ Jacob’s Rescue by Malka Drucker 

Amistad 

● 6.1.8.C.2.a 
○ Building the First Colonies 

○ The Southern Colonies 

 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials including various levels of Texts 

● Harcourt Social Studies The United States: Making a New Nation 

● Time for Kids 

● National Archives Document Analysis Sheets 

● The Library of Congress Primary Source Sets 

● America in Class from the National Humanities Center 

● The Library of Congress Lesson Plans 

● DocsTeach 

● The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History 

● National History Education Clearinghouse 

● Project Based Learning 

● McGraw Hill Impact News 

● Wonders Literature Anthology 

● Wonders Leveled Readers (Approaching, ELL, On, Beyond) 

● Wonders Interactive Activity Cards 

 

Time Frame 3 weeks 

Topic 

Our Nation’s Geography 

Essential Question 

 

● How do geography and the climate of the United States differ from region to region? 

(United States History) 

 

https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/
http://americainclass.org/?utm_source=MDRWAT&utm_medium=Blog&utm_campaign=Nati%20Humanities%20Ctr_1215_Single%20Blog
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/
https://www.docsteach.org/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/
http://teachinghistory.org/
http://www.bie.org/
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Enduring Understanding 

 

● Where we live influences how we live. (United States History) 

 

Alignment to Standards 

● 6.1.8.B.1.b Analyze the world in spatial terms (e.g., longitude, latitude) using historical 

maps to determine what led to the exploration of new water and land routes. 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

 

● describe the relative location of the five regions of the United States. 

● identify and describe the landform regions of the United States. 

● identify and locate major bodies of water in the United States. 

● describe the climate regions of the United States. 

● explain how physical features affect human settlement patterns. 

● close read and analyze  “America the Beautiful”  

● create a themed map using geographic terms including resources, products, map scale, map 

keys, and terrain 

● complete the Cartographer’s Challenge  

○ Include title, compass rose, physical features, map scale, natural resources, and 20 

geographic terms 

○ Examples of terms- canal, canyon, gulf, harbor, isthmus, plain, sound, tundra 

● play the state and capital guessing game. 

● simulate the climate zone weather report. 

● research a landform in the United States. 

● write a song on how to use latitude and longitude. 

● write and explain about a landform in the United States and how it was formed. 

● give an oral presentation on and imaginary hiking/camping trip in the Colorado Rockies. 

● write a travelogue about an inspiring journey.  

● create a two- or three-dimensional physical map of the United States.  

● design a road trip across the United States, visiting a city in each region along the way 

Assessments 

Formative: 

● Teacher Observation (anecdotal notes) 

● Class/group participation 

● Exit Tickets 

● Writing Journals 

● Quizzes 

 

Summative: 
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● Chapter Tests 

● Unit Tests 

 

Benchmark: 

● Grade 5 Pre-Test 

 

Alternative: 

● Cartographer’s Challenge  

● Road Trip USA 

 

Career Education 

● CRP6. Students will demonstrate creativity and innovation when completing the 

Cartographer’s challenge. 

21st Century Skills 

● 9.2.8.B.4-Students will evaluate how traditional and nontraditional careers have evolved 

regionally, nationally, and globally when learning about cartographers long ago and now. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts 

● RL.5.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, 

and poems (“America the Beautiful”) at grade level text-complexity or above, with 

scaffolding as needed. 

● RI.5.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction (Making a New 

Nation) at grade level text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 

Technology Integration 

● 8.1.5.A.1 - Students will select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to 

accomplish a variety of tasks including solving problems when using Google Earth to 

explore our nation’s geography. 

● 8.1.5.A.2-Students will format a document using a word processing application to enhance 

text and include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures when designing their trip across the 

United States. 
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Time Frame 4 weeks 

Topic 

 

Native Americans 

 

Essential Questions 

 

● What was the impact of early North American civilizations? (United States History) 

● How did geography and climate affect North American groups? (United States History) 

 

Enduring Understandings 

 

● Early North American civilizations adapted to their environments in order to survive. (United 

States History) 

● People learn to utilize their environmental resources to increase their chances of survival. (United 

States History) 

 

Alignment to Standards 

 

● 6.1.8.A.1.a Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and family structures 

among African, European, and Native American groups. 

● 6.1.8.D.1.a  Compare and contrast gender roles, religion, values, cultural practices, and political 

systems of Native American groups. 

● 6.1.8.C.1.b Explain why individuals and societies trade, how trade functions, and the role of trade 

during this period. 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

 

Students will work independently and/or collaboratively to:  

● identify possible explanations of how people came to live in the Americas. 

● describe how the Eastern Woodlands peoples adapted to their environment. 

● compare and contrast the ways of life of the different Plains groups. 

● identify the lifeways of other peoples of the Southwest and West. 

● understand how the peoples of the Arctic survived in a cold climate with limited resources.   

● create a scenario where students have to use problem solving skills to survive in the Arctic when 

given limited resources; students can write a document that explains how they feel and what they 

used to survive 

● complete Maya CSI Investigation  

● complete Maya math sheet and hieroglyphics  

● create Kachina dolls  
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● Native American region project  

○ Groups are assigned a specific region (Northwest Coast, Eastern Woodlands, Great Plains, 

Southeast, Southwest)  

○ Read a document about the region and utilize book for more information to create a 

Google Slide Presentation with specific information outlined 

○ Construct from their choice of: type of home, tools, crafts, or clothing 

○ Students present to the class and audience takes notes on most important information 

● create a class totem pole; Together discuss the different meanings of animals in Native American 

cultures; students can choose an animal to represent their personal characteristics. Each student 

will create a piece of the totem pole, to put together as a class. 

● create a dream catcher with writing activity to support  

● participate in a virtual tour of the Museum of Natural History to view Native American artifacts 

● locate pertinent articles about Native American villages. 

● use the Internet to assist with information about the villages. 

● locate pictures of Native American villages 

● write a newspaper documentary of an early Arctic village.  

● create a mural on any Native American region. 

● create a diagram or three-dimensional model of any Native American shelter and a report to 

accompany it describing construction of the shelter. 

● create a two- or three-dimensional map that shows the distribution of the Native American tribes. 

● create a portfolio of Native American tribal facts. 

● create a Google slide show on the various Native American tribes, including illustrative pictures 

obtained from Internet sources.   

● listen to Native American music and prepare a report defining its rhythms, meanings, and history. 

 

Assessments 

Formative: 

● Teacher Observation (anecdotal notes) 

● Class/group participation 

● Exit Tickets 

● Writing Journals 

● Quizzes 

 

Summative: 

● Chapter Tests 

● Unit Tests 

 

Alternative: 

● Native American Region Project 

● Maya CSI Investigation 

Career Education 

https://docs.google.com/a/oceanschools.org/document/d/1hSN5ENe1xBYokOP0iE5_MGGsmtPy3amCcqoq6gDdeFg/edit?usp=sharing
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● CRP7. Students will employ valid and reliable research strategies when locating information about 

Native American people, regions, and ways of life. 

● CRP12. Students will work productively in teams while using cultural global competence to 

complete the Maya CSI Investigation. 

21st Century Skills 

● 9.2.8.B.4-Students will evaluate how traditional and nontraditional careers have evolved 

regionally, nationally, and globally when analyzing evidence and completing the CSI activity. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts  

Reading Informational Text 

● RI.5.3. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or 

concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text 

(primary sources, Harcourt Making a New Nation). 

● RI.5.9 Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 

background knowledge) information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or 

speak about the subject knowledgeably (ReadWorks articles; Harcourt Making a New Nation) 

Reading Foundational Skills 

● RF.5.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.  

○ A. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.  

○ B. Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 

expression. 

○ C. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as 

necessary. 

Technology Integration 

 

● 8.1.5.A.1 Students will select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a 

variety of tasks including solving problems researching Native Americans. 

● 8.1.5.A.2 Students will format a document using a word processing application to enhance text 

and include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures when writing a newspaper article about an early 

Arctic village. 

 

 

Time Frame 4 weeks 

Topic 

 

The Age of Exploration 

   

Essential Questions 

 

● Why did Europeans begin to explore different areas of the world? (United State  History) 

● How did European explorations change the lives of Native Americans? (United States 
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History) 

 

Enduring Understandings 

 

● Europeans began to explore different areas of the world in order to find a trade route to the 

East. (United States History) 

● European explorations affected Native Americans in both positive and negative ways (i.e., 

disease, enslavement, introduction of religion, habitation, introduction of literacy, etc.)   

 

Alignment to Standards 

 

● 6.1.8.C.1.a Evaluate the impact of science, religion, and technology innovations on 

European exploration. 

● 6.1.8.D.1.b Explain how interactions among African, European, and Native American 

groups began a cultural transformation.  

 

 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

 

Students will work independently and/or collaboratively to     

● choose an explorer, research the explorer’s background and achievements, student will role 

play (dress in costume) and present to the queen their argument for financing their voyage. 

● digitally journal in words as well as in pictures and symbols, about their voyage and create a 

map that displays the locations explored. 

● present items they brought back from their exploration, these items can be made from 

recycled items. These items need to be valuable to the queen because she funded the trip.  

The student will be given the option to do this live or as a taped video presentation. 

● make a model of explorer with items he would have brought with him and things that he 

discovered 

● research several explorers and illustrate a trading card, fill in the “statistics” for that 

explorer. 

● research and answer the question “Why were the outnumbered Spanish conquistadors able 

to so easily defeat the natives of South and Central Americas?”  

● explain the reasons for European exploration. 

● explain the technology that made ocean exploration possible. 

● describe the aims, obstacles, and accomplishments of early explorers. 

● trace the routes of a major explorer onto maps .   

  

Assessments 

Formative: 

● Teacher Observation (anecdotal notes) 

http://www.thetechieteacher.net/2013/02/european-explorers-project-freebies.html?m=1
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● Class/group participation 

● Exit Tickets 

● Writing Journals 

● Quizzes 

 

Summative: 

● Chapter Tests 

● Unit Tests 

 

Alternative: 

● Explorer Role Play 

● Explorer Model 

● Explorer Trading Card 

 

Career Education 

● CRP7. Students will employ valid and reliable research strategies when locating information 

about a specific explorer. 

21st Century Skills 

● 9.2.8.B.4-Students will evaluate how traditional and nontraditional careers have evolved 

regionally, nationally, and globally when creating a trading card. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts  

Reading Informational Text 

● RI.5.2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by 

key details; summarize the text. (articles vs. Harcourt Making a New Nation text) 

● RI.5.9 Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 

background knowledge) information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or 

speak about the subject knowledgeably (articles, primary sources, Harcourt Making a New 

Nation text) 

Reading Foundational Skills 

● RF.5.4. Read about explorers with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support 

comprehension.  

○ A. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.  

○ B. Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 

expression. 

○ C. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, 

rereading as necessary. 

Speaking and Listening 

● SL.5.4. Report on a topic or text (role play explorer) or present an opinion, sequencing ideas 

logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas 

or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
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Technology Integration 

 

● 8.1.5.A.1 Students will select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to 

accomplish a variety of tasks including solving problems when creating a video of role 

playing an explorer. 

● 8.1.5.A.2 Students will format a document using a word processing application to enhance 

text and include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures when creating an explorer trading card. 

● 8.1.2.B.1 Students will illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple 

digital tools and resources when creating a model of an explorer. 

 

 

Time Frame 4 weeks 

Topic 

 

Building the First Colonies 

 

Essential Questions 

 

● Why did different people come to the English Colonies?  (United States History) 

● How did colonization impact Native American groups? (United States History)  

● What new ideas came from colonization? (United States History) 

     

Enduring Understandings 

 

● People came to the English Colonies for religious freedom and opportunity. (United States 

History) 

● Native American groups were forced to move westward due to European exploration. 

(United States History) 

● Self- government and majority rule, new economies, and other new ideas developed in the 

colonies. (United States History) 

 

Alignment to Standards 

● 6.1.8.A.2.a Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in 

various North American colonies. 

● 6.1.8.A.2.b Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the 

impact of these early structures on the evolution of American politics and institutions. 

● 6.1.8.A.2.c Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) affected 

social, economic, and political opportunities during the Colonial era. 

● 6.1.8.B.2.a Determine factors that impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and regional 

identities of the colonies. 

● 6.1.8.B.2.b Compare and contrast how the search for natural resources resulted in conflict 
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and cooperation among European colonists and Native American groups in the New World. 

● 6.1.8.C.2.a Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor 

systems. 

● 6.1.8.C.2.b Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies of the 

colonies and European countries. 

● 6.1.8.C.2.c Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and groups. 

●  6.1.8.D.2.a Analyze the power struggle among European countries, and determine its 

impact on people living in Europe and the Americas. 

● 6.1.8.D.2.b Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of 

different groups of people, and explain why their experiences differed. 

 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

 

Students will work independently and/or collaboratively to     

● summarize how slavery developed in America.  

● analyze the failures and successes of Jamestown. 

● summarize how self-rule and aid from the Indians helped the Plymouth colony succeed. 

● analyze Spain’s main goal in settling the borderlands. 

● choose a modern day song and change the lyrics. 

o The lyrics should persuade other Europeans to relocate to their specific colony. 

Teacher will assign or let the students choose a colony. (Spanish Colonies, French 

Colonies, British Colonies, Dutch Colonies) 

o create a CD cover for their song. 

o present their song to the class and other classes. 

● vote for what colony they would settle in. 

● utilize CSI activity for the Lost Colony of Roanoke-work in groups and read and analyze 

evidence and information, answer all questions to document all details of the case, students 

will read and illustrate each scenario  

● Jamestown simulation -  

o coming over to America, what would you pack?  

o starvation time 

o Jamestown jigsaw activity (John Smith, John Rolfe, Chief Powhatan, Pocahontas, 

Henry Spelman) to try to understand life in Jamestown. 

● design an imaginary website for the Plymouth Colony. 

● create an imaginary press release regarding the disappearance of the Roanoke colonists. 

●  conduct an imaginary interview with William Bradford. 

● draw a diagram of the Mississippi River and its tributaries on a US map. 

● go on a virtual field trip to Jamestown. 

● write a fictional diary or journal account of life at Plymouth during the first year.   

● make a model of the Jamestown settlement or the Plymouth Colony that shows how land 

was utilized to support its inhabitants.     
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Assessments 

Formative: 

● Teacher Observation (anecdotal notes) 

● Class/group participation 

● Exit Tickets 

● Writing Journals 

● Quizzes 

 

Summative: 

● Chapter Tests 

● Unit Tests 

 

Alternative: 

● CSI Lost Colony of Roanoke 

● Jamestown Settlement Model 

 

Career Education 

● CRP4. Students will communicate clearly and effectively and with reason when 

collaborating to complete the Lost Colony of Roanoke CSI activity and Jamestown jigsaw 

activity. 

● CRP12. Students will work productively in teams while using cultural global competence to 

analyze evidence and work together to complete the Lost Colony of Roanoke activity. 

21st Century Skills 

● 9.2.8.B.3 Students will evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can 

be developed through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a career 

when completing the Lost Colony of Roanoke activity. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts 

Reading Informational Text 

● RI.5.1. Quote accurately from a text and make relevant connections when explaining what 

the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text (analyze documents CSI 

Lost Colony of Roanoke). 

● RI.5.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction (primary sources, 

articles, Harcourt Making a New Nation) at grade level text-complexity or above, with 

scaffolding as needed.  

Technology Integration 

● 8.1.5.A.1 Students will select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to 

accomplish a variety of tasks including solving problems when researching the colonies. 

● 8.1.5.A.3 Students will use a graphic organizer to organize information about problem or 

issue when completing Lost Colony of Roanoke activity). 
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● 8.1.5.E.1 Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and 

appropriateness of using print and non-print electronic information sources to complete a 

variety of tasks (colony research). 

 

 

 

Time Frame 3 weeks 

Topic 

 

The New England Colonies 

 

Essential Questions 

 

● What was life like in a New England Colony? (United States History) 

● How did New England’s economy depend on the region’s natural resources? (United States 

History) 

     

Enduring Understandings 

 

● The Puritans were a religious group that lived, worked, and worshipped together in small 

towns. (United States History) 

● Colonists in New England depended on the region’s natural resources to survive. (United 

States History)  

 

Alignment to Standards 

 

● 6.1.8.A.2.a Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in 

various North American colonies. 

● 6.1.8.A.2.b Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the 

impact of these early structures on the evolution of American politics and institutions. 

● 6.1.8.A.2.c Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) affected 

social, economic, and political opportunities during the Colonial era. 

● 6.1.8.B.2.a Determine factors that impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and regional 

identities of the colonies. 

● 6.1.8.B.2.b Compare and contrast how the search for natural resources resulted in conflict 

and cooperation among European colonists and Native American groups in the New World. 

● 6.1.8.C.2.a Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor 

systems. 

● 6.1.8.C.2.b Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies of the 

colonies and European countries. 

● 6.1.8.C.2.c Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and groups. 
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● 6.1.8.D.2.a Analyze the power struggle among European countries, and determine its impact 

on people living in Europe and the Americas. 

●  6.1.8.D.2.b Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of 

different groups of people, and explain why their experiences differed. 

 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

 

Students will work independently and/or collaboratively to     

 

● identify the people who founded colonies in New England. 

● examine relations between Native Americans and settlers. 

● describe the religious beliefs and practices of the Puritans. 

● analyze the importance of town meetings and self-government in the English colonies.  

● describe the triangular trade routes and how they affected the slave trade. 

● participate in a scavenger hunt on the 13 colonies (who founded the colony and why).  Have 

13 different stations around the classroom with informational sheets from each different 

colony.  Record answers on “Settling the 13 Colonies”  

● compare and contrast the New England, Middle, and Southern Colonies land, climate, 

economy, and people on chart. 

● participate in simulation:Would you have survived living in the New England Colonies?  

● read and respond to 3 Leveled passages on the New England Colonies  

● Day in the Life of a Puritan Play 

● read and respond to the Mayflower Compact 

● create folder facts pull-through on New England colonies. 

● simulate Ann Hutchinson’s defense regarding freedom of religion. 

● design a Social Studies hornbook. 

● simulate a New England town meeting. 

●  write minutes of a New England town meeting. 

●  create and present a slide show on daily life in a New England Colony.  

● create a model of a typical New England Colony town that shows how land was used to 

support its inhabitants.  

● create a two- or three-dimensional labeled map of the New England Colonies.   

 

Assessments 

Formative: 

● Teacher Observation (anecdotal notes) 

● Class/group participation 

● Exit Tickets 

● Writing Journals 

● Quizzes 
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Summative: 

● Chapter Tests 

● Unit Tests 

 

Alternative: 
● New England Colonies Map 

● New England Town Meeting Simulation 

● Daily Life New England Colony Slide Show 

Career Education 

● CRP6. Students will demonstrate creativity and innovation when simulating a New England 

town meeting. 

● CRP11. Students will use technology to enhance productivity when creating a daily life of 

New England slide show. 

21st Century Skills 

● 9.2.8.B.3-Students evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be 

developed through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a career 

when simulating a New England town meeting. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts 

Reading Informational Text 

● RI.5.1. Quote accurately from a text and make relevant connections when explaining what 

the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.  

● RI.5.2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by 

key details; summarize the text. 

● RI.5.5. Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, 

cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more 

texts. 

 

Technology Integration 

● 8.1.5.A.1 - Students will select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to 

accomplish a variety of tasks including solving problems when creating a slideshow about 

daily life in New England. 

 

 

Time Frame 3 weeks 

Topic 

 

The Middle Colonies 

   

Essential Questions 
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● What attracted settlers to the Middle Colonies?  (United States History) 

● How did geography affect the economy of the Middle Colonies? (United States History) 

     

Enduring Understandings 

 

● Fertile land and a good climate attracted settlers to the Middle Colonies. (United States  

History) 

● Religious tolerance, the rise of cultural centers, and a thriving economy attracted settlers to 

the Middle Colonies and allowed them to prosper. (United States History) 

  

Alignment to Standards 

● 6.1.8.A.2.a Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in 

various North American colonies. 

● 6.1.8.A.2.b Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the 

impact of these early structures on the evolution of American politics and institutions. 

● 6.1.8.A.2.c Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) affected 

social, economic, and political opportunities during the Colonial era. 

● 6.1.8.B.2.a Determine factors that impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and regional 

identities of the colonies. 

● 6.1.8.B.2.b Compare and contrast how the search for natural resources resulted in conflict 

and cooperation among European colonists and Native American groups in the New World. 

●  6.1.8.C.2.a Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor 

systems. 

●  6.1.8.C.2.b Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies of the 

colonies and European countries. 

● 6.1.8.C.2.c Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and groups. 

● 6.1.8.D.2.a Analyze the power struggle among European countries, and determine its impact 

on people living in Europe and the Americas. 

● 6.1.8.D.2.b Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of 

different groups of people, and explain why their experiences differed. 

 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

 

Students will work independently and/or collaboratively to     

● describe how religion affected the founding of the colonies. 

● understand the importance of religious diversity in the Middle Colonies. 

● identify the significance of the Great Awakening in the Middle Colonies. 

● identify the types of jobs and businesses that people had in the Middle Colonies. 

● create a colony booklet on one specific colony.  

o include date of settlement and founder 

o include location and map of the colony 
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o three major cities including population, religion, farming and trade 

o products or crops from your colony including graphics 

o include one important person from your colony and three interesting facts about the 

colony 

● create a brochure on the Middle Colonies. 

● create a short story about a stroll through Philadelphia during the 1700’s. 

● trace the growth of large cultural centers, such as Philadelphia and New York, and explain 

why the growth took place.  

● read the play Chain of Friendship and discuss its major concepts. 

●  interpret Ben Franklin’s proverbs from Poor Richard’s Almanac. 

● create a two- or three-dimensional labeled map of the Middle Colonies. 

 

Assessments 

Formative: 

● Teacher Observation (anecdotal notes) 

● Class/group participation 

● Exit Tickets 

● Writing Journals 

● Quizzes 

 

Summative: 

● Chapter Tests 

● Unit Tests 

 

Alternative: 

● Colony Booklet 

● Middle Colonies Map 

● Short Story (Philadelphia) 

● Middle Colonies Brochure 

 

Career Education 

● CRP6. Students will demonstrate creativity and innovation when creating a colony booklet 

or brochure. 

● CRP11. Students will use technology to enhance productivity when typing a short story. 

21st Century Skills 

● 9.2.8.B.3 Students will evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can 

be developed through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a career 

when presenting their brochures. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts 

Reading Informational Text 
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● RI.5.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction (Making a New 

Nation) at grade level text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 

Speaking and Listening 

● SL.5.4. Report on the Middle Colonies or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and 

using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; 

speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

Technology Integration 

 

● 8.1.5.A.2-Students will format a document using a word processing application to enhance 

text and include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures when creating a brochure about the 

Middle Colonies. 

 

Time Frame 4 weeks 

Topic 

 

The Southern Colonies 

 

Essential Questions 

 

● What effects did settlers have on Native Americans in the Southern Colonies? 

● How did Southern colonists make their living? 

● How does geography influence the culture, economy, and politics of a region?     

 

Enduring Understandings 

  

● Supply and demand is a basic economic principle in a capitalist society. (United States 

History) 

● The human inhabitants of a region change over time. (United States History) 

● Regional geographic differences can result in social, economic and political differences. 

(United States History) 

 

Alignment to Standards 

 

● 6.1.8.A.2.a Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in 

various North American colonies. 

● 6.1.8.A.2.b Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the 

impact of these early structures on the evolution of American politics and institutions. 

● 6.1.8.A.2.c Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) affected 

social, economic, and political opportunities during the Colonial era. 

● 6.1.8.B.2.a Determine factors that impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and regional 

identities of the colonies. 
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● 6.1.8.B.2.b Compare and contrast how the search for natural resources resulted in conflict 

and cooperation among European colonists and Native American groups in the New World. 

● 6.1.8.C.2.a Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor 

systems. 

●  6.1.8.C.2.b Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies of the 

colonies and European countries. 

● 6.1.8.C.2.c Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and groups. 

●  6.1.8.D.2.a Analyze the power struggle among European countries, and determine its 

impact on people living in Europe and the Americas. 

● 6.1.8.D.2.b Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of 

different groups of people, and explain why their experiences differed. 

● 6.1.8.B.3.a Assess how conflicts and alliances among European countries and Native 

American groups impacted the expansion of the American colonies. 

 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

 

Students will work independently and/or collaboratively to   

● create a model of a plantation and develop an essay about living on a Southern plantation 

(see link) 

● participate in simulation:Would you have survived living in the Southern Colonies?  

● investigate the natural resources of the 13 colonies.  The students will solve clue cards and 

classify each resource as the New England, Middle, and Southern Colonies (CSI Activity) 

● explain why the Southern Colonies were founded. 

● describe how slavery influenced daily life in the Southern Colonies. 

● identify ways in which enslaved Africans dealt with the hardships in their lives. 

● understand how geography affected the economy of the Southern Colonies. 

● write a biographical sketch about James Oglethorpe. 

● listen to songs sung by enslaved workers. 

● go on an virtual field trip to Colonial Williamsburg. 

● write a report about how enslaved Africans were able to keep their culture alive while 

living under very difficult conditions. 

● create an African instrument archive including pictures and information about each

 instrument. 

 

Assessments 

Formative: 

● Teacher Observation (anecdotal notes) 

● Class/group participation 

● Exit Tickets 

● Writing Journals 

● Quizzes 

https://docs.google.com/a/oceanschools.org/document/d/1LoT7OPsLmRDE7rwb-EkpZ6ybwbYtbTPv8ccy51FHiTo/edit?usp=sharing
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Summative: 

● Chapter Tests 

● Unit Tests 

 

Alternative: 

● Report 

● Plantation Model and Essay 

Career Education 

● CRP6. Students will demonstrate creativity and innovation when creating a model of a 

plantation. 

● CRP11. Students will use technology to enhance productivity when developing an essay 

and/or report on living on a southern plantation. 

21st Century Skills 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts  

● W.5.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly.  

○ A. Introduce a topic clearly to provide a focus and group related information 

logically; include text features such as headings, illustrations, and multimedia when 

useful to aiding comprehension.  

○ B. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples related to the topic.  

○ C. Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of information using words, phrases, 

and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially).  

○ D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain 

the topic.  

○ E. Provide a conclusion related to the information of explanation presented.  

● RI.5.1. Quote accurately from a text and make relevant connections when explaining what 

the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.  

Technology Integration 

● 8.1.5.A.1 - Students will select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to 

accomplish a variety of tasks including solving problems when researching the Southern 

Colonies. 

● 8.1.5.A.2-Students will format a document using a word processing application to enhance 

text and include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures when typing an essay about life in the 

Southern Colonies. 
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Time Frame 4 weeks 

Topic 

 

The Colonies Unite 

   

Essential Questions 

 

● What were some of the reasons why many colonists called for independence? (United States 

History) 

● What were the causes of the fighting at Lexington and Concord? (United States History) 

     

Enduring Understandings 

 

● Governments can change based on the needs of people, their society, and their culture.  

(United States History) 

● Citizens can influence government in many ways if they choose to participate.  (United 

States History) 

 

Alignment to Standards 

● 6.1.8.A.3.a Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and assess the 

extent to which they were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native Americans 

during this time period. 

 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

 

Students will work independently and/or collaboratively to     

● understand the causes and effects of the French and Indian war through a lock book activity 

● understand what taxes are and why Great Britain needed to raise money through Smarties 

activity and Q & A flip book 

● understand the events that led up to the start of the Revolution focusing on Committees of 

Correspondence, Stamp Act, Boston Massacre, and Boston Tea Party. Activities can include 

Boston Massacre Timeline Flag,  Boston Tea Party Step Book, or obituary for Crispus 

Attucks 

● understand why fighting broke out at Lexington and Concord through a puzzle piece 

timeline 

● understand the importance of the Battle of Bunker Hill through a guide book created on 

Google forms following guidelines provided or use hard copy 

● understand the key elements of the Declaration of Independence by watching Liberty Kid 

Video Episode 114 then assess through a game of Kahoot using guided questions provided 

or create your own quiz panel from guided questions 

● describe how alliances between Native Americans and colonists affected the French and 
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Indian War. 

● explain the importance of the Committees of Correspondence. 

● describe why fighting broke out at Lexington and Concord. 

● understand the importance of the Battle of Bunker Hill. 

● identify the people and events associated with the Declaration of Independence. 

● conduct a debate between the Patriots and Loyalists regarding American independence. 

● create a bumper sticker for the Sons of Liberty. 

● create a colonial newspaper. 

● write lyrics to their own folk songs about the Declaration of Independence, taxation, or a 

Revolutionary War battle. 

● write a narrative about what Independence Day means.  

● develop a slide show that depicts the sequence of events leading up to the onset of the 

Revolutionary War.  

● create a slideshow about the Declaration of Independence and its significance. 

 

Assessments 

Formative: 

● Teacher Observation (anecdotal notes) 

● Class/group participation 

● Exit Tickets 

● Writing Journals 

● Quizzes 

 

Summative: 

● Chapter Tests 

● Unit Tests 

 

Alternative: 

● Revolutionary War Slideshow 

● Independence Day Narrative 

 

Career Education 

● CRP1. Students will act as responsible and contributing citizens and employees when 

participating in a debate between the Patriots and Loyalists. 

21st Century Skills 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts 

Reading Informational Text 

● RI.5.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction (Making a New 

Nation) at grade level text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 
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Speaking and Listening 

● SL.5.4. Report on the Revolutionary War or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically 

and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; 

speak clearly at an understandable pace 

Technology Integration 

● 8.1.5.A.2-Students will format a document using a word processing application to enhance 

text and include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures when typing a narrative about 

Independence Day. 

 

 

Time Frame 4 weeks 

Topic 

 

The Revolutionary War 

 

Essential Questions 

  

● How did the war affect colonial families? (United States History) 

● Why did some African Americans decide to fight in the Revolutionary War? (United States 

History) 

     

Enduring Understandings 

 

● The American dream promotes the idea that anyone can achieve their goals with appropriate 

effort. (United States History) 

● Both the physical characteristics and human inhabitants of regions change over time.  

(United States History) 

 

Alignment to Standards 

● 6.1.8.A.3.a Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and assess the 

extent to which they were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native Americans 

during this time period. 

 

Learning Activities  

Students will work independently and/ or collaboratively to 

● read the play Reflections At Valley Forge and discuss its major concepts. 

● create an encyclopedia entry about George Washington. 

● create a political cartoon about people and events during the period from 1750-1800. 

● create a slide show about people who played important roles in various battles of the 

American Revolution. 

● develop a slide show depicting the chronology of events during the Revolutionary War.   
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● create a portrait of a Revolutionary War hero.  

● investigate music from the Revolutionary War period and present findings on its effects on 

society at the time.    

● describe the personal and economic effects of the war. 

● explain the roles of women, African Americans, and Native Americans during the war. 

● identify the major battles, campaigns and turning points of the Revolution. 

● describe how individuals and other nations contributed to the war’s outcome. 

Assessments 

Formative: 

● Teacher Observation (anecdotal notes) 

● Class/group participation 

● Exit Tickets 

● Writing Journals 

● Quizzes 

 

Summative: 

● Chapter Tests 

● Unit Tests 

 

Alternative: 

● Revolutionary War Slideshow 

● Political Cartoon 

Career Education 

● CRP11. Students will use technology to enhance productivity when creating a slideshow of 

the American Revolution. 

21st Century Skills 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts 

Reading Informational Text 

● RI.5.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction (Making a New 

Nation) at grade level text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 

Speaking and Listening 

● SL.5.4. Report on the Revolutionary War or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically 

and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; 

speak clearly at an understandable pace 

Technology Integration 

● 8.1.5.A.3 Students will use a graphic organizer to organize information about problem or 

issue when reading and responding to texts about the American Revolution. 

● 8.1.5.E.1 Students will use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance 

to, and appropriateness of using print and non-print electronic information sources to 
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complete a variety of tasks (research Revolutionary War). 

 

 

Time Frame 3 weeks 

Topic 

 

The Constitution 

 

Essential Questions 

 

● Why do you think the Bill of Rights is still important today?  (United States History) 

● Why might the delegates to the Constitutional Convention have made it so hard to change 

the Constitution?  (United States History)  

     

Enduring Understandings 

 

● Our government was founded on the principles of fairness, equality and respect for diversity.  

(United States History) 

● The Constitution is a living document that helps in defining the roles and responsibilities of 

government and of citizens.  (United States History) 

 

Alignment to Standards 

 

● 6.1.8.A.3.d: Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States 

Constitution in terms of the decision-making powers of national government. 

● 6.1.8.A.3.c: Determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of the 

Constitution and Bill of Rights.  

● 6.1.8.A.3.b: Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution 

(i.e., consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of 

powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal government that 

allows for growth and change over time. 

● 6.1.8.A.3.9: Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues. 

● 6.1.8.B.3.b: Determine the extent to which the geography of the United States influenced the 

debate on representation in Congress and federalism by examining the New Jersey and 

Virginia plans. 

 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

 

Students will work independently and/ or collaboratively:  

● Articles vs Constitution : class is set up into two “teams” One “team” sets up laws ( rules 

that will create the best learning environment)  that are good for each student individually; 
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each person writes their own rules that are good for their learning (Articles)  while the 

second “team” sets up rules that are good for the entire class  (cooperative learning) 

(Constitution) Follow up with a classroom discussion of what would be best for us as a 

classroom, town, state or country.  Visit the National Constitution Center through a virtual 

tour . You can also use the BrainPop constitution video (Quiz).  

● participate in Bill of Rights activity: What rights should you as a student be given from the 

time you enter school until you leave. With a partner discuss rights that should be included 

in the class bill of rights. Each pair will meet with other pairs and eliminate duplicates or 

weak arguments. In the end students will compromise and vote to choose the 10 rights for 

their classroom. Each amendment must receive three-quarters votes in order to be ratified.  

You can also watch the School House Rock preamble episode or Liberty’s  Kids episode 40 

(We the People). You can also use the Bill of Rights BrainPop (quiz). videos. 

● explain the importance of the Great Compromise: Read (pg 391-392)and discuss the 

following points- how the Great Compromise exists in our government today; explain why 

we have 2 houses in Congress; name the 2 houses of Congress and explain the system of 

representation each house uses; and distinguish between and explain the meaning of equal 

and proportional representation.   

● compare the powers and functions of the three branches of government:  View the School 

House Rock video entitled “3 Ring Circus”. Use Google Maps and drop “Mr. Toggle” (type 

in the address on Google Maps and then place the yellow man bottom right corner onto the 

red location marker)  at the White House, Supreme Court,and Capital Building. Research 

each branch and identify the important parts (leader, members and amount, term length, 

powers, and requirements) All of these parts should be included in the final assessment.  

● describe how the Constitution set up the government of the United States. 

● explain the importance of the Great Compromise. 

● explain the purpose of the Constitution. 

● compare the powers and functions of the three branches of government. 

● explain the rights guaranteed in the Bill of Rights. 

● identify the principles of a constitutional amendment.      

Assessments 

Formative: 

● Teacher Observation (anecdotal notes) 

● Class/group participation 

● Exit Tickets 

● Writing Journals 

● Quizzes 

 

Summative: 

● Chapter Tests 

● Unit Tests 
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Alternative: 

● Articles vs Confederation: pick a side and defend why you believe this would be the best 

way to govern (cite examples from the discussion and activity) 

● Bill of Rights Slideshow 

Career Education 

● CRP1. Students will act as responsible and contributing citizens and employees when 

creating a class Bill of Rights. 

21st Century Skills 

● 9.2.8.B.3-Students evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be 

developed through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities when creating a class 

Bill of Rights. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts  

Speaking and Listening 

● SL.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 

and teacher-led) with diverse partners on The Constitution, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly. 

○ A.    Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known 

about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

○ B.    Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 

● SL.5.2. Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and 

formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).  

 

Technology Integration 

● 8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety 

of tasks including solving problems  

 

 

 

Time Frame 4 weeks 

Topic 

 

Holocaust: Jacob’s Rescue 

 

Essential Questions 

 

● What lessons has society learned, if any, from the Holocaust? (Active Citizenship in the 21
st
 

Century)  

● How do bullying and cyber-bullying affect our society? (Active Citizenship in the 21
st
 

Century) 
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Enduring Understandings 

 

● There is value as well as the potential for misunderstanding in fostering cultural diversity.  

(Active Citizenship in the 21
st
 Century) 

● Media must be critically analyzed in order to assess different viewpoints and to detect bias, 

opinion, and stereotypes.  (Active Citizenship in the 21
st
 Century) 

● Strategies for managing and resolving conflict must be collaboratively developed and 

practiced for peace to thrive.  (Active Citizenship in the 21
st
 Century) 

● The actions or inactions of individuals, groups, and nations can have intended and 

unintended consequences. (Active Citizenship in the 21
st
 Century) 

 

Alignment to Standards 

● 6.3.8.A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing 

arguments, and develop a reasoned conclusion. 

● 6.3.8.A.3 Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of 

gender equality, child mortality, or education. 

● 6.3.8.D.1 Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial 

proceedings, elections) to understand how conflicting points of view are addressed in a 

democratic society. 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

 

Students will work independently and/or collaboratively to  

● tap prior knowledge of WWII and the Holocaust. 

● identify the meaning of key terms related to genocide such as prejudice, discrimination, 

scapegoating, anti-Semitism, and racism. 

● interpret a map of Germany’s domination during the Holocaust. 

● examine a timeline of World War II. 

● answer literal and inferential questions.  

● express opinions about relevant events.  

● make predictions about later events. 

● identify key characters.  

● understand main ideas.  

● relate events in the past to present world problems. 

● appreciate the need for tolerance of other people. 

●  determine prior knowledge of WW II and the Holocaust using an Anticipation Guide. 

●  construct word pictures of important vocabulary words related to the Holocaust. 

●  complete journal entries related to novel reading. 

● prepare a web quest based on children of the Holocaust. 

● express thoughtful opinions about relevant events discussed in a novel. 
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●  examine a timeline of a survivor of the Holocaust. 

● complete one project-based assessment (poem, story, art, or research) at the completion of 

the unit. 

● construct a Venn Diagram showing a comparison with a character in a Holocaust novel. 

● make an identity map. 

● use a cereal box to construct a book-in-box activity for a character in Jacob’s Rescue. 

● develop a book review about Jacob’s Rescue. 

● deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, 

and develop a reasoned conclusion. 

● collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of gender 

equality, child mortality, or education (Google Hangout) 
● engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial proceedings, 

elections) to understand how conflicting points of view are addressed in a democratic 

society. 

 

Assessments 

Formative: 

● Teacher Observation (anecdotal notes) 

● Class/group participation 

● Exit Tickets 

● Writing Journals 

● Quizzes 

 

Summative: 

● Chapter Tests 

● Unit Tests 

 

Alternative: 

● Jacob’s Rescue Book Review 

 

Career Education 

● CRP1. Students will act as responsible and contributing citizens and employees when 

reading and responding to Jacob’s Rescue. 

● CRP7. Students employ valid and reliable research strategies when researching the 

Holocaust. 

21st Century Skills 

● 9.2.8.B.3 Students will evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can 

be developed through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a career 

when engaging in collaborative conversations about the Holocaust and Jacob’s Rescue. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts 
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● RL.5.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, 

and poems (Jacob’s Rescue) at grade level text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as 

needed. 

Technology Integration 

● 8.1.5.A.3 Students will use a graphic organizer to organize information about problem or 

issue when reading and responding to Jacob’s Rescue. 

● 8.1.5.E.1 Students will use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance 

to, and appropriateness of using print and non-print electronic information sources to 

complete a variety of tasks (Holocaust research). 

● 8.1.5.C.1 Students will engage in online discussions (Google Hangout) with learners of 

other cultures to investigate a worldwide issue from multiple perspectives and sources, 

evaluate findings and present possible solutions, using digital tools and online resources for 

all steps. 

 

 
 

Modifications (ELL, Special Education, At-Risk Students, Gifted and Talented, and 504 

Plans)  

ELL:   

● Work toward longer passages as skills in English increase   
● Use visuals  
● Introduce key vocabulary before lesson   
● Teacher models reading aloud daily   
● Provide peer tutoring   
● Use of Bilingual Dictionary  
● Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 
● Provide students with English Learner leveled readers. 

 

Supports for Students With IEPs:   

● Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests   
● Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 
● Work in a small group   
● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated   
● Use large print books, Braille, or books on CD (digital text)   
● Follow all IEP modifications 

 

At-Risk Students: 

● Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 
● Introduce key vocabulary before lesson  
● Work in a small group   
● Lesson taught again using a differentiated approach  
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● Allow answers to be given orally or dictated   
● Use visuals / Anchor Charts  
● Leveled texts according to ability  

 

Gifted and Talented: 

● Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept 
maps, concept puzzles)   

● Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum   
● Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities   
● Provide whole group enrichment explorations   
● Teach cognitive and methodological skills   
● Use center, stations, or contracts   
● Organize integrated problem-solving simulations   
● Propose interest-based extension activities 
● Expose students to beyond level texts. 

 

Supports for Students With 504 Plans: 

● Follow all the 504 plan modifications  
● Text to speech/audio recorded selections 
● Amplification system as needed 
● Leveled texts according to ability 
● Fine motor skill stations embedded in rotation as needed  
● Modified or constrained spelling word lists 
● Provide anchor charts with high frequency words and phonemic patterns 

 

 

 


